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ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 /014W 

049443 

R 291540Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 5640 

UNCLAS ABIDJAN 9146 

EO 11652:N/A 

TAGS: BEXP, TOPS, IV 

SUB: TRADE OPPORTUNITY:LOCAL 

MERCHANT WISHES TO HANDLE SATES 

FOR GENREAL MOTORS CARS- 

CHEVROLET, PONTIAC, AND BYICK 

1. MR. MALICK S ABB AH, MERCHANT IN IVORY COAST 
SINCE 1947 AND DIRECTOR OF LIVOTEX, TEXTILE IMPORTING 
FRIM. APPROACHED EMBASSY FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING 
POSSIBILITY OF REPRESENTING CHEVROLET, PONTIAC, AND 
BUICK IN GGORY COAST. MR. SABBAH INTERESTED IN 
SELLING THESE BRANDS, BEGINNING WITH AN INITIAL ORDER 
OF TSYKTY CARS FOR DISPLAY PURPOSES TO BE SIPPED 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

2. MR. SABBAH OWNS SEVERAL BUILDINGS IN ABIDJAN AND 
IS WELL THOUGHT OF IN LOCAL BUSINESS CIRCLES. 

LIVOTEX, ENORELY OWNED BY MR. SABBAH, HAS 

CAPITAL OF FIFTY MILLION CFA FRANCS 

(U.S. DOLLARS 227,000). BANKS CLAIM 

COMPANY IS WELL MANAGED, MEETS ITS OBLIGATIONS, 

AND ENJOYS GOOD CREDIT RATING. NOTHING 
UNFAVORABLE TO BE REPORTED. 

3. MR. SABBAH TOLD EMBOFF THAT FOR YEARS HE 
HAD BEEN INTERESTED IN SELLING U.S. MADE CARS 
IN THIS MARKET, BUT HE HAD NOT THOUGHT THEY 
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WOULD COMPETE IN PRI E WITH EUROPEAN MODELS. 
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NOW, HOWEVER, WITH IVORIAN RATIFICATION OF 
LOME CONVERTION ENDING PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT 
FOR GOODS FROM EURIPE, SABBAH THINKS U.S. CARS 
WILL BE COST-COMPETITIVE. IT HAS BEEN MAY 
YEARS SINCE THERE WAS A CHEVROLET OR OTHER 
GENERAL MOTORY DISTRIBUTOR IN IVORY COAST. 

SABBAH FEELS THAT NOW IS THE TIME TO 
REESTABLISH A MARKET FOR THESE CARS HERE. 

4. EMBASSY REQUESTS COMMERCE INFORM CHEVROLET, 

PONTIAC, AND BUICK INTERNATIONAL SALES OFFICES 
OF SABBAH'S INTEREST IN DEALERSHIP. WTDR FOLLOWS SOONEST. 

SMITH 
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